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Animal Product Amount Price 

Leopard  Skin and full 
set of bones* 

Bone 5-12 
Viss  
(18 - 43.2 lbs) 

500,000 Baht 
(US$14,300) for 
12 Viss  

Pangolin  Shell 1-10 tical  
(16.33 grams) 

120 Baht 
(US$3.40) / tical

Bear  Dried gall 
bladder 

4-5 tical 
(14.4-18 
grams) 

70,000 Baht 
(US$2,000) for 5 
tical 

Otter  
(Small type - 
yellowish 
stomach)  

Skin 8-24 inches 150 Yuan 
(US$22) / 
8 inches 

Otter  
(Big type - white 
stomach, 
webbed feet) 

Skin 8-40 inches 260 Yuan or 
1,300 Baht 
(US$37)/  
8 inches 

Turtle  Dried shell or 
Alive  

1 Viss (3.6 lbs) 450 Baht 
(US$13) / Viss 

Small black tree 
ants** 

With nest 1 Viss (3.6 lbs) 60 Baht 
(US$1.75) / Viss
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Dam Expected 
completion 

MW 

Gongguoqiao 2008 750 

Xiaowan 2013 4200 

Manwan 1996 1500 

Dachaoshan 2003 1350 

Nuozhadu 2017 5850 

Jinghong 2010 1750 

Ganlanba n/a 150 

Mengsong n/a 600 
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Downstream communities and
governments have called for
China to be more transparent
about the operation of sluice gates
on upstream dams and impacts
downstream, as well as for the
improvement to a flood warning
system. Villagers along the
Mekong in Burma, however, will
most likely be the last to benefit
from such a system.

For more information about the
Mekong and dam plans, please see
www.savethemekong.org

In August 2008 the water level of
the Mekong in the Golden
Triangle area reached 14 meters,
its highest level in 40 years. News
agencies reported that flood
waters inundated parts of Luang
Prabang and Vientiane provinces
in Laos and over 2,000 villages in
at least seven northern provinces
in Thailand, causing the deaths of
four people. Information on the
hardship of villagers along
Burma’s Mekong was scarce,
however.

Farmers living and planting along
the banks of the Nam lone creek,
a tributary of the Mekong, and
many other small streams which
flow into Mekong River, suffered
floods and devastation to their
farms, particularly in Monglane,
Pang Peng, Nam Khin, Kawkawn,
Seinlon and Pa Liao villages.

Many newly planted rice fields
were covered with mud and
damaged. Villagers were unable to
plant again for they had no more
seedlings and there was no
assistance available for a new
crop. “We just finished planting
the rice a few weeks ago. The
seedlings have all died under the
water now. The water reached 17
kilometers from the bank of
Mekong” said one villager from
Tachilek.

The rising waters also affected the
town of Tachilek. The Mekong
backed up and into the Mae Sai
River on the Thailand/Burma
border causing the high level to
overflow the bridge on August
17th. Border checkpoints between
Tachilek in Burma and Mae Sai in
Thailand were shut from August
17-20 when the water level rose

Washed Out

up to both friendship bridges
linking the towns. A shopkeeper
in Tachilek at the time
bemoaned: “The authorities
haven’t done anything about the
situation here. At least the Thai
government has some emergency
measures in place, but we don’t
have such things in Burma.”

Countless paddy fields along
both banks of the Mae Sai River
were damaged, some as far
inland as 13 kilometers on the
Burma side. Some fields in
Chiang Rai province in Thailand
were still flooded nearly a
month later.

Although China denies that the
August flooding was caused by
its dams upstream, villagers in
both Burma and Thailand have
been reporting unseasonal
flooding and unprecedented
fluctuations in water levels in
recent years and are worried
about changes to the river due to
the dams (See Undercurrents
Issue 2).

Unprecedented flooding wreaks havoc in the Golden Triangle

Rice fields in Pang Peng destroyed by surging water levels on the
Mekong in August 2008

“We just finished
planting the rice
a few weeks ago.
The seedlings
have all died
under the water
now...”

Greetings from the Lahu National Development Organization

We are pleased to welcome you to this third issue of Undercurrents, in which we continue to monitor
development along Burma’s Mekong. One of the world’s longest and most biodiverse rivers, the
Mekong forms the border between Laos and Burma’s Shan State for a stretch of 234 kilometers in the
infamous Golden Triangle. On the Burma side of the river, ethnic Lahu and Akha highlanders as well as
Shan lowlanders live in extremely isolated and volatile conditions.

In our last issue we reported on how that isolation enables unchecked rapacious logging and mining that
causes environmental degradation and displacement, fracturing some of the least known cultures in the
world and threatening yet to be documented biodiversity.

In this issue we focus on the expanding influence of Chinese interests along the Mekong in Burma, from
increased wildlife trading to rubber plantations and mining operations. In Lahu and Akha villages in
eastern Shan State, Chinese agents are handing out traps, poison, and skinning tools while contracting
hunters with fixed rates for rare animals such as leopards, bears, and pangolins. Village headmen are
solicited to safeguard precious gems for agents who make the rounds looking for potential mining sites.

Under the banner of opium eradication, the Yunnan Hongyu Group, a company that has been lauded at
the United Nations by Chinese government officials for its work, is establishing huge tracts of rubber
plantations by employing forced labor and burning down forests after entire villages are forcibly relocated.
Yet even with such drastic measures, by all accounts opium cultivation increased in eastern Shan State
last season. Meanwhile, China continues to steam ahead with the construction of eight giant dams on the
mainstream Mekong while downstream communities anxiously question what impacts will befall them,
especially after unprecedented floods in August 2008 damaged thousands of acres of paddy farms.

The long time lapse since our last issue is a reflection of the difficulty and danger of gathering
information inside military-ruled Burma. This year has seen rising tensions and clashes since the State
Peace and Development Council (SPDC) announced that it will hold elections in 2010 and started
pressuring ceasefire armies to surrender their weapons. After a sham referendum in 2008 most remain
mistrustful of the regime. Open shoot-outs on the Mekong among drug gangs and militias are also not
uncommon. Yet we remain committed to gathering information and stories from local people so that their
situation can be understood.

We hope that readers will
seriously consider the impacts
of the destructive and
unsustainable pattern of
development unfolding in
Burma’s Mekong region. We
urge you to join us in searching
for ways in which all those that
rely on the Mekong can benefit
equally from development
projects within their countries
and be protected from
disproportionate negative
impacts across borders.
The future of our Mekong
depends on it.

Awv bon ui _ javmeh_
Thank  you from LNDO






